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FRIDAY 13th - UNLUCKY FOR SOME"

Ne, not for me, because after mnking sure my pets are well fed and watered I
sit on bags packed waiting for my 1lift. Where am I off to? Back to KESW1CR
it's been calling me since October last year.

Prompt, ns ever, we are now on our wdy, Carcl, Mark =and myself, courtesy of
chauffeur Brian Keller. With in what seems like the blinking of an eye, Lake-
side House and Mavis have a welcome pot of tea in the lounge {sorry, can't
remember what type of handle the pot hadl}.

Next it's excercise time, right arm poised ready to receive half a pint of
dark brown stuff with creamy top...Ah! That's better! An open fire blazing up
the chimney, lots of pleasant comp,ny and cheerful conversation. What more
could a body wish for? As the evening wears on, our company grows. We are all
looking forward to Saoturday's walk, not knowing wher it will be. Foolishly, I'm
hoping to see some snow,

Barly Saturday morning Maureen and I decide we need a brisk walk before break-~
fast. leaving my room-mate Christine to have a lie in (she, Mike and Roy had
only yesterday conquered Skiddew -well donel) we crept from Lakeside House
trying not to wake those still slumbering. A few minutes later Derwent Water's
Mallards are ducking and diving out of our way. I won't bore you with the fact
that Mallards are the only ducks to make the typical farmyard quack! Just past
the theatre-on-~wheels we turn left through a2 small wood, over a stream and
past a farm, birds twittering all the way. Snowdrops swaying in the breeze and
crocus heads giving the place a feeling that spring has arrived add to the
beauty of the surroundings. "Couldn't you stay here forever?" No, it's nearly
breakfast time. ,

An hour or so later we are on our way to Green Gable in cars along the Borrow-
dale Road. Arriving at Seathwaite we are just in time for a little rain.

Onward and upwards we go, my hopes fnlfllled...snow' Though I didn't realige

it would be so difficult £o walk on. On reaching Styhead Tarn we find it frozen
and swathed in mist and with not much. hoPé‘of it clearlng we decide to descend
after a drink and meat pie'

Arr1v1ng back at Stockley Bridge our intrepid leader Brian suggests-a short
stretch of the legs along Grains Gill with Glaramara towering alcagside ust

Most of the group decide against this and go-back to the cars. It being clearer
down here I decide to join Dave,  Carol and Mark. I'1l try anything once!
Time for some fun in the guise of snwballs, falling left, right and centre,
mostly on me. The novelty soon wore off!l Assured the top of the valley is not
too far ahead I trudge on. Prian says we are nearly there. Sorry mate, I've
heard that before. I admit defeat an' de legs have give up. So turning back with
Dave and Carol I left Brian and Mark to descend back to the cars. I hoped
Sunday's waather woulll be milder...and it was.

But first we had the Satrday nightlife to lock forward to. after several of us
saw a very good slide show on ice~climbing in the Lakes at the Mcot Hall we
now did a short ramble back to Lakeside House via the Golden Lion. In the base-
ment of Lakeside House Peter Davies was DJ as we danced the night away . After
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moat  people. bad drifted off to bed Maurcen decides to Qrganise a Limbo dance
competition - Ladies. v Gents. This turned out to be great fun but I am too
- modgst to. tell you who was one of the best dancers (W1th0ut shOes of course)

Sunday arrived co0l and cloudy, but the forecaet promlsed sunshine latér ‘which
-proved correct for a:change. After Mass and’ bfeakfaﬁt a a1 ‘Thrty; Chiistise

.. pnd. Mfkedvﬂeurieg and I, Brlap qniHelen Qn %éThllE take a trip over: ‘Newlands
1¥s)" tO*Bn‘l{,femere"," S’ Endsing

Hauge Qhejy eg§betWGe auee Pike’ gnﬂ

jll scenery le very ﬁrmatic il

%no mp oﬁé‘$1de &t the méﬁnfainéf
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‘at a 106al’ hostelry for a “swift Half)theh onck found the ke, wal¥ing An"
quite a stiff breeze..Meanwhile Dave, -Brian, Mark and Peter were up. on Causey
Pike -fighting against galeforce winds and trying £0 pet ® grips with the

;uppy—cpl&yred erneion'the other. Bfter paf tﬁé oarh 'WETtake A shott §%0p

slippery snow on their descent. 4 short tunnel had becn made: courtesy of a local

landlord ¥or walk & to: complete the circuit of Buttermere and verypleasant it

is too. About half-way round the lake we took our Sunday 1unch, sheltered
from the wind in a sheepfold that just happened t6 be ¥acmut, then it's off

'ugain towerds Crummock ‘Water. The day seemed:-to fly past, ané 80 back to Keswick

via the!Honister Pass, again sirrounded by.beautiful scenery, This time
acCOmpanled by the’ sound-track from the: fnlm “Local Hero" they complemented
each Other very uell. : ‘ T -
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Thanks to all for a lovely ‘weekend but most of all thanks to Mother Nature for

prov1d1ng ug w1th her charmlng company I look forward to October very much.
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Trémendousl ms;nnbably the best word to descrlbe thls partlcular weekend ;
Excellent :company,:good food and. plenty of snow! What more .could, you uant°e¢
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I was in the fcrtunate pos1t10n of 301ng up a day earlleP and enjoye& the

“lgéenic A¥ive vup’ through ‘the “Lakes, pass1ngJ&inéermere,"Ambleslde and Gr re.

The Friday morningiview-from ‘the ‘window:gave a hlue sky with splashes a
—uhite *cléudg if gobd day 0. congher:Skiddaw (2800£t) or rrather, yet an ther
“atfempt by meé to beat this elualve peak:once.aud- for all, aiter seve?EI
successful attempts.
A dripping forehead (plus a minor hangover!) and a half—empty butty—box
suggested .that a. walk round that pleasant lake below might have been a
better idea. But we were om our way up now and as if to reward us for our
hard work on the stiff climb, an R.A.F. fighter aircraft zcomed past below
_our view, made a clever turn over Bassenthwaite Lﬂke and left a llngerlng
sound of thunder between the valleys.

Wlth the private air display over, it was time to move higher (groan, groan!)
and after an hour or so, Keswick, looking like a Swiss mountain village
suddenly loomed into view, having been eclipsed by the modest summit of Dodd.
Looking up towards Skiddaw summit it took my legs some convincing it was well
worth the effort, however, the thnught of a celebration drink later on gave
the requlred 1ncent1ve.



Well, did we make 1t7 Legs foll »f concrcte and a hend like Bijr Ben the next
morning; siinuld be proof encurh! I decided thot the pIznned 'B' walk up Great
Gnable would have t~ wait until another day and instead drove the car tnwards
Buttermere o2nly t~ find the pass blncked by snow! The end result was a pleasant
1nw-level walk armund Rhsthwaite and Johnny's Wond at the head of Borrowdale.
On one particular butty~brenk I was amazed to sec how mnany small birds werce
rinching broadcrumbs from our very hands. What a preat photo this would make.
Mike and Christine ajreed. However; the 1oenl farmer's dnz felt he should

have the sprtlicht and promptly licked up the free food!

Singing along to some Beatle tuncs made sure that I had the showers to myself
and put me'in high spirits (pardon the pun) for the usual pup crawl around
Keswick thnt niht. Lnkeside House really is a bip place and it's amazing how
you can get mixed up with the rooms, cspecinlly when you have forgotten your
room number! This Lakedand air (and whisky) certainly makes you sleed like a
Llog.

The next day, Sunday, was perhaps the brightest day so far and I decided to
take a small group to Buttermere now that the pass had been cleared of snow-
drifts. A full car and a l-in-4 gradient certainly makes interesting driving
through a really scenic area of the Lakes to Buttermere.

The walk around that Lake proved to be a real joy with all that breathtaking
mountainous scenery and snow on all the North-facing slopes in blazing
sunshine you could not go far wrong. A nice bonus to cur walk was that the
landowner had gome to pgreat lengths to ensure walkers had complete access to
the lake path, even to the extent of having a short tunnel made under an over-
hang of rock. It's a pity that other landowners cannot be so helpful.

It's always strange that on the last day of the weekend you never want the
walk to end and say goodbye to all your friends. But the good news is that
there will always be other Keswick weekends and you can rest-assured that the
coffee will always be in the pots with the curved handles!

Cheers,
ROY THIIS

NOTE: Next Keswick Weekend is in October.

HOSANNA HOUSE NORTH WEST

Just a short note fromyPat Rothwell tn say thank you to those people who
sapported the Ceilidh at the Irish Centre on Friday, 20th February. The total -
amount raised was £307 despite there not being many pecple in total. It just
shows it's the quality nct the quantity. Thanks again.

NOTE: Next Ceilidh is to be held on Friday, 29th May at the Irish Centre.
. A

(See notice in this newsletter).



SOCIALITE

Hello Ramblers!

another time when T have to put pen to paper ahl advertise what is pgoing on
arcund the club soecially. Recently a small band of ramblers (we didn't sell

all the tickets) went to see Abegale's Party at the Neptune Theatre. It turned
cut to be a2 zood comedy and a very cheap night out at only £2 per seat, so0 why
couldn't we sell a1l 20 tickets? There was 2 full theatre apart from our
conspicuous empty scatst The evening was rounded nff with pleasant get-topether
at the Hanover across the road from the Neptune.

During the last week or s0, eiphty raffle books for the Orrell Rugby Union
Win a Car draw have be®n circulated amons scme of our members. There has been
a demand for more tickets so if by any chance you have had difficulty selling < .
them could you please let me have any unsold tickets (including part-sold books)
back as soon as possible s0 they can be sold through other channels.

On Sunday, 3rd Mey,. we are organising a trip to Decside Leisure Centre to

try and sce how easy it is to ice-skate like Torvil and Deans They moke it

look so0 easy to dance and skate in unison and no dzubt we will be doing exactly
the same! 4dnyone interested in this ice-skating trip can see me on any walk or

down at the club op Thursdays. '

Before I sign off I must mention and congratulate Fiona Hawkins (Fifi to her
friends) whe recently celebrated her 2lst birthday. Maybe now she'll start
acting like an adult. (No nffence meant Fiona, yoUum argreat character reallyl).

Finally Ged Bouch and Sue Robson tied the kmot just a few weeks ago. Warm
congratulations on getting married and have a wonderful married 1ife ahead of
you.

On that happy note I'11 sipgn off. Ta-ra,
PAUL HEALY

& WALKING HOLIDAY

Last year, six ramblers enjoyed a wonderful holiday wolking in the Lake District
using ¥outh Hostels as places te eat, rest and sleep. The weather was not very
kind to us, but it did not stop us one minute from enjoying the holiday.

[} .

This year, two f us have Cecided that onother Qalking heliday was a must,
and so between the dates of Friday, 24th July and Sunday, 9th hugust we will
be endeavouring to walk what is regarded as the best lonpg-distance walk.

The holiday will be spent tackling the Coast-to-Coast Walk which roughly starts
at St Bee's Head, near Whitehaven, through the lake District, over the Pennines,
threugh the Yorkshire Dales and over the North Yorkshire Moors to finish at
Eobin Hood's Bay, which is situated Letween Whitby and Scarborouzh. From one



coast, the Irish Sea, tc the other coast, thce Notrth Sea. The total cost of
this heliday dis approx £130, on top of that you would hnve to find quite o
few mendls and transport to and from the start and finish gf the walk. During
the course of the holidny we will Lo stopping ~ff 2t Youth Hostels® and B&Bs.
The 1v0rago dnily milenge covered is approx 13 miles. least iz 9 miles (in
the Loke District) the most is 24 miles, which is near the end*nf the walk
(you'll be fit by then!) 1nd 1s c0vcre0 over flat Cﬁuntry tarmac ronds.

If this holiday appeals to you, Sec me at the clubroom, on a walk or phone
051-426 0162. Hope to hear from you if you re intcrested.

PJ WIL 1']E11LY

RAMBLERITE
[ . - . . ‘ . ) . - " -
The numbers on Rambles are still good and the weather is improving - wiarmer,
longer :days. So if you want a sociable day away from Liverpool let's see you

 on’ the eoach. The walks cater for everyhody. You will breatle fresh air and

. (the Shimmering Mountain), a good view point. Dave Newns will probably be
. d01nn Jacob's Ladder, both walks flnlshlnr 1n Edule, the heart of Derbyshlre.
[MAY"ioth - 1RENIGS, 10.15 start : >M' R Sog

'3M1ke Hﬁndrick‘leads the 'AT party w1th Peter Wllkluﬁon d01n~ the 'B'. Both
fqulks are around drenig Fawr, taking in the Monument to.the crew of ia crasﬁéd )
'ij52 bOmber.,Vlews of Balg, we1ther permlttln*' a R . :

: MAY 315t - UETHERLHM 9.3%0 start AT _WV oo Lj fr;f%”géf_-

" JUNE 1ith - CLRNEDDS-ABER, 10.15.

. Peter Wilkinson leads the tough 'a' walk fr“m ngen 1n the hewrt of Snowdonla
" ., to-abervon the North Wales Coast. But.'B' walkers take heart, 2 nuch elﬁler

‘pogsibly become a-little fltter.i The. follow1nb list of rambles should help
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to whet your appetlte.

__APRIL 26th - M TOR, 10.15 start | N LT ";?FT'f__ :4

The 'B* walk, led by Christine Welshy, is a short zentle cllmb up o Mom' Ter

Mike |
this ye“r. Super scenery, 1akes and mountalns, flnlshlng in Conlston. - ,?_,4}

FEE

- walk is belnlJ or"anlsud.

iy

JUNE 1Qth ELTERMITER Y. [-H . WEEKEND - pot e ‘ -

Poul Healy 1% organlslnU thls Lnkelwnu trlp. hcoommodatmon in the Youth
Hostel. See Paul or myself for further information.

' o
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Sl | ANTHONY HROCKWAY S
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.«LIOR MOOR - or THE WALK OF 4 THOUSAND STILES, ( . e

in brilliant sunahine twenty-one Ramblers and Tessa left the F1e1den AT
tobegin their postponed walk, snowed off from the previous week. A br sk
7ind and snow on the distant hills promlsed good walking, Wwe turned left f
the mpub and erossed Mellor Brook leading down to Mammon Woods where we
crasscd our firat stije (1ittle 4did we know), before rambling down a long
rrnssy track past the lovely Tudor Oxendale Hall, stately across the fields
(1l Ha&l1l not us)). We went ateeplechaslng down to Mire Wood through the
hezels and holly and crosslng the stream before elimbing to the grassy up-
Tands, passing a field c¢r two of ghetiand ponless and new lamhe,  Here we
icquired an eguine rambler, who kept pace with us - his side of the hedge.

George and Freda had found the perfect butty stop, a serlies of grassy
hillocks and hollows wuth a view of the ever v1g11ant Pendle Hiln, we at
our sarnies to the cliek of cameras, mostly Maureen's (who must surely be
conplling = dosslier aomewhena,)n&fone moving aff restored and refreshed.
We. toddled off towarde Salmesburym crossing stile after stile, at leamt a
hundred, plus or minys thirty, eventually reaching Lovely Hall TLane which
was filled with lovely cottages and lovely bungalows, Ever upwards we
came to Midge Hall Farm, where the farmer, anticipating gatc thieves, had
fastened his to a small mechanical gidder with a mini-tractor as back up,
with bricks as chocks., We squeezed through the six-~inch gap he'd left us
(resisting the temptation to pull his chocks away and run like mad) before
walking up yet qnother hill and down the other side, There were PrumoOurs
that George waa looking for hills to climb but Fredes said not,

The path went through the ‘rhodies’ to Zachariah Brow with its done up
eottages and posh cars, 'what do these people do for a 1living?) and after
a steap elimb we were on the summit, with superkr views of the Ribble.
Valley glinting in the sunlight. Descending from the tops we saw a hare
haring (what elme) across the fells and then - 1o and behold - two old
friends of Mona came towards us, she'd not seen them for years, and they
Joined. us on the descent. This reunion lark is getting: to be & habit;
last time it was George and Freda who came up out of the sunset 11ke two

shephards.
We walked the last steep slopea to the road and the Fielden Arms as the
lights went on in the houses below, What a lovely walk, A7 thanks to

our 'intreped two' for eight miles of pure plezsure with plenty of laughs
and lots to see,..... Thought .....Those stilas were shockers,- will we

ever get owrthem!!!?

Congratulations to Helen on passing her driviﬁg test.  Nice to mee her
dofing her stint on. the motorwey before the walk. '

‘Tail-end'Aud,

PROGRAMME
Apl, 12, WRBAVER VAILEY, John and Kath Peloe are leading. 1 p.mn. START,
Take ALS - Wﬁrrlngton to Whitchureh Road - cross over big white

bridge over River {eaver, Teke first turning on right which 1s signpostec
"Acton Station”. Pailets are ten minutes into -the walk, Makes a change:

MiY 7, The house meeting is at Amie and Tessa's, 12 Greenweod Road,
Allerton. Use Mather avenue to Booker Avenue, turn right at
Greenhills Pub then first left. Can't go wrong if you find the'Greenhills

cont'd,
Bottom of the other page!
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" PEN-y-GHET- JOINT RAMBLE - 22ND MARGCH, 1987.

Qur Journey commenced from St. John's Iane in brilliant sunshine but
1t beeame rather overca st by the time of our arrival at Horton in
Ribblesdale, Our officilal leader, Paul Healey, was in bed with 'fiu.
Hod it anything to do with giving up cigorettes for Tent! At =short
notice Brian Keller agreed to be our leader and had no trouble in finding
Pen~y-Ghent on the map.

Having made contact with those members of the Famile Sectian. who had
wravelled by cer, we proceeded on our way up the side of the fell.
Jnfortunately, we were soon to lose the company of the Brockways when
arthut realised that he had locked his keys in his car, Book on the

.oach next time Arthur.

It was not long before we reached the snowline, Where the anow had
melted, there was mainly giutinous mud which cansed gquite o few slips,
Having srrived on the crest of the ridge, we proceeded in the didrection
of Pen-y-Ghent 1itself, This wgs supposed to be a 'B' walk and most of
us expected to walk around the base of the summit. When Brian saild that
we were golng to the top there were cries of "You can't be serious",

But he wasa, After a2 scramble over slippery grass, snow and roek the
summit was eventually achieved.

The descent down the other side of the peak was even more hazardous
than the ascent. The route was at times very ateep and being exposed
to the ¢o0ld wind, most of the snow was to be found here. Many took the
quick route down on their bottoms. Audrey was like a two year old in
the snow!', On one very steep slope sSherpe Tony Thompson pioneered a.
zig zag route down the icy snow to be followed by many of the party.

Having reached the walley floor and comparative safety, Rosemary
decided to nose diva on to a rogk and sustained & nasty cut. First aid.
was readily avaeilabhle and soon she was surrounded by people wiehing to
administer assistance. After only a short delay, she was patched up and
escorted most of the rest of the journey!

There were over sixty elub members and friends out this day inecluding
sixteen from the Family Section,

Our grateful thanks to Brian Keller who was a most considerate and
capable leader and to all for your company on a day which we shall
remember for a long time,

H. W,
EROGRAMME CONT 'D,

¥
MAY 10. Teo said, when I aasked him for further particulmrs, just type
"Watch this space™, I have done so. His byek is playing up
but he hopes it 'wil]l be alright on the day'. If further information
hasn't seeped through by the 1Jth ring them on on L89 O746.

JUNE_QEH. The House Meeting is at George end Freda Skillicorna,
12 Avan Read, Billinge,
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Every year we llan to hold a dance for Charity, this year, on Friday 29th May
at the Irish Centre we have the best Ceilidh Band on Merseyside to entertair
ur ~ THE LIVERPCOL CEILIDH BA4ND. 4l1 proceeds from this night will o to two
worth charitles: Mother Teresa of Calcutta, for her work here on Merseyside

and Survive-Miva, which provide medical aid and pastoral work im underdeveloped
‘countries.

Bring your friendsee.

The Liverpdol Catholic Ramblers very own

L3

CHARITY CEILIDH

at the Irish Centre, Mount Pleasant, on
FRIDAY, 29th MAY
Charities - SERVIVE-MIVA.

' Mother Teresa of Calcutta's work for homeless and-
needy people in the Merseyside are.

Dancing to THE LIVERPOCL CEILIDH BAND

Dickets £2 from éémmiftéemembers or the Irish Centre

Next newsletter in six weeks' time. Any material for this newsletter to be
given or sent to the Editor: Dave Newns, 7 Abbotts Way, Bllllnge, HIGAN,
Lancs. WNS 75B.

Thanks tc all contrlbutors of articles to this newsletter (No 137) Baster
Edltlon 1987; . . ;. o

.DAVEuNEWNS




